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communication route declined ang
the whole area fell into oblivien,
People left. villages wore hajf

" abandened and nature eould
thrive almost undisturbed by
hurman influenge,

filled, the villages of Messochora
and Armateliko wi be partly
submerged, toge.__Jr with their
agricultural land. This will
prebably be the last blow tq this
sparsely popilated mountainons

of the rarc fairly intact tiver-
mouths in the Maditerranean.
Recdbeds, saltmarshes, rich in
halophilous vagetation, and,
scattered amidst this alluvial
flatland, roeky hilis with lefty

Where the Nymphs
used to dwell.
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Herculos seems to be back with all

The Achelogs, tho longest river in
s witless vigour. The eternal Greece (reughly 240 km) has its

struggle of the Grooks against the

mighty river Acheloos has resumed
infull rage. Alas, ior the fathor of

sourees in the shade of a small
beech wood high up in the alpine
pastures of Lakmos, near the town

An environmental

area. Further depopulation is
oxpectad to lead to the ultimate

limestone ¢liffs, form a variety of

(M Lakmon i 't decline of the terrace cultivations, “'*‘f:'_‘_
. BOVG. os i . . . .
Nymphs this could be the lagt = = 050 a & part ol the disaster thereby increasing erosion. PINDOS Trikaia

battle: the diversion of part of the
Hver's flow by blastirg a tunnel
through the Pindes rango 1o bring
water to the thirsty hot plain of
Thessaly has enterod the
tiplementation stage. Heavy
damage has beon inflictod an the
once pristine mountain valley of the
Achelogs by the on-going warks,

If not stopped in time, the forseen
diversion of part of the river’s flow
to Thessaly will have unforseeablo
consequences en tho ecology, the
econemy and the gocial life of the
whole region. Especially
threatened is the important bird
habitat and the fish-breeding sites
in the weatland and lagoon eomplox
of the Acheloas Delta,

Yat, pulling the Acheloos down

te his knees was both technically
and flinancially 4 Herculean task
which Greece's economy weuld
never be able to bear on jts own, [t
was the European Community's
financial patticipation that made jt
bossible for the Greck government
to launch into this environmental
and economic hubris known as the
"Acheloos Diversion Scheme",

Pindos range, which forms the
baclbone of contirental Greece
and its principal watershed
dividing the country into an
#astemn and a wostern hydrojogical
system, The Acheloos, on the
western side of the watershod,
flows at first threugh mowntainous
country covered with thick forests
of conifers and beach-trecs, and
then, alternately, through oak
forests and Mediterranean
magchia. The preschce of trout,
dippers, otters, ree-doer and othar
manunals {s an indicator of the
good state of the natural
enviranment of the Upper
Acheloos.

A mountain ldyll

Small picturesque viliages,
shaded by big plane trees and
surrounded by terraced fields,
overlook the narrow river bed,
Abandoned monasteries and ming
of old stone bridges are
raminiscent ol the times when the
Acheloas valley used to be the

path taken by the mule-caravans af

merehants travelling to
reighkouring Ballkan countries
and even beyond to Cenlra)
Eutope. In modem times, the
importance of the valley as a

The huge carth dam of
Messachora (150m high), still
under construction, abruptly cutg
the eoursa of the Acheloos, forcing
the river te flow threugh a narrow
outlet at the base of the dam. From
this point onwards, and as far as
the construction site of the Sykia
dam downatroam, whero the
chirance of the Acheloos diversion
tunnel is situated, tha valley has
been literaly disfigured. Damsg,
angillary weorks, the new Ara -
Trikala road and a network of
access roads, all monstrosities of
sub-standard guality, have caused
irreparable damage to the valley's
landscape, Extensive erosion and
landslides have left barren great
stretches of ground and are
provoking thoe formation of
anormous talug fans dascending
the steep slopes down to the
river's edge. Gravel for the road
building i extracted from tha rlver
bad while great quantities of
unceollected used oil from the
trucks and tho heavy earth-moving
machinory are spilled an the
ground right by the river, These
are the mast obvious impacts on
the onvironment of what is calied
the "first phase” of the Achaloog
Diversion Scheme, In the Ruture,
ance the artificial lakes have bean

Cuitural monuments like the
characieristic old bridgos over the
river or the byzantine monastery of
St. George at Myrophytle are also
geing to be submerged by the
Ie50Voit walors.

The threatened Delta,

The estuary of the Acholaos,
flowing into the lonian Sea, is onoe

Right: Map situating the river
Acheloos in Western Greeee,
Befow: The offects of raad
canstruction works
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The narthen side of the Messowhora dam
and what has remained of the river.

Achetvos reaching the artificial lake
of Kremasta. The steep river bank
i fenuy a garbape damp,

natural habiluts. This uniquely
beautiful landseape is part of the
larger delta formation extending
castwards o the estiary of the
river Evinos and northwards as far
as the lakes Trichonis and
Lyszimachia. The whole Dekta
area with itz brackish shaliow
lagoons, saltimarshes, wetiands
and sand-dunes fonmed by the
action of bath the Achelnos and
the Evinos river, is a very
Impertant bird and fish-breoding
area. Continuous sediment
deposition and frosh-water inflow
are essential {or maintaining this
biotope in quasi-stablo
equilibrium against the erosive
power of the gea and the intrusion
of saline water. Conserving birds’
habitat and the fish-breeding
capacity of the lagoons depends
on thiz equilibrium. But bath
sodiment transport and {resh-
water inflow arc belng
dangercusly rediced by the darmn
on the river Tavropos, the main
tributary of tho Acheloos, and by
the three existing dams of
Kremasta, Kastraki and Stratos on
the Lower Acheloos and by the
uge of water for itrigation cither
directly or pumped from the low-
depth aquifer. Erosion of tho
kandhanks protecting the lagoons
and lowering of the water table
penmitted sea-watar intrusion
which is loading te progroasive
wotland and lagoon salination, Any
furthar recdueiion of fronh watar
lflow waonld onty nceoolotato thiose
phenomena which alter, degrado
or dostroy birds' habitat and
reduco the fish-breeding capacity
and figh population of the lagoons,

Divertitg almost ene quarter to
one third of the flaw of the
Acheloos 1o Thessaly, as forseen
by the seheme, might well mean
Ihe end of the wetlands and the
lageons as imr ~rtant hiotopes.
The indepede. / plannaed
diversion of the river Evinos,
whose pirpose iz to solve the
water supply problem of Athens,
will further decrease sediment and
fresh-water i 7 to the Delta.
This combinea effect could well
multiply the envirormental sirags
on the Delta, especially as hoth
rivers are probably hydrologically
interconnected.

Prntaction status

A significant part of the area of the
Acheloos-Evings Delta and the
Messolongi-Aotolike lagoons
(13.900 ha out of a total of 3.000
ha) enjny a conservation status as
an EC special protocted area and
as an internatienally important birg
area (Ramsar Convention Site). It
is protected under EC Birds
Directive 79/409 on wild birds, and
by the Bonn and Bern Conventians
on wildlife, A further 8.000 ha are
protected as a wild fauna reserve
under Greek law, The Greek
government has not defined the
limits of the protected arca as
provided by the Birds Diroctive
ang the European Comimisssion
hasg initiated an infringement
procedure againt Greece (article
169 af the Treaty).

The Delta’s
world of birds

The Delta’s lagoons, saltmarshes,

e af the fust
temelisturhid parts
af Achelnos

Dalmatlan Pe]ic&ﬁ’\ the White Egret
and the Cormarant. It also offars
nesting and feeding ground for a
great varioty of wetland birds like
the Little Bittern, the White Stork,
the Black-winged Stilt, the Avocet,
the Stone Curlew and the
Prantincole. It iz also 4 feeding
ground for the Beardad Vulture;
the Impcrial Eagle, the Spotted
Eagle and the Peregrina, while
other raptors like the Griffor
Vuilture, the Short-toed Eagle, the
Liesser Epotled Eagle or the Eagle
Owl nest on the limestona eliffs of
the hills.

A biotope under stress

Reduetion of fresh water inflow,

untreated sewage dischargoes from”™

the town of Aetoliko and the
leached fentilizers and pesticides
from the surrounding intenzive
cuitivations lead to periodie
biooms of eutrophication
accompanted by massive fish
doath, espeaially in the Aotollke
and the Klissova lagoons.
Driatiaggo el Taned soelmiontion
worl tnderaleon frons 1938
anwards have destroyod groat
arear of habitat and extended
agricylture in the Delta, Morcover,
2.300 ha of coastal watlands wero
transformed into uscless salty
polders in an abortive atlempt to
craate agricultural land, Road
building and on-geing illegal
house construction are destroying
the flora and the bird habitats of
the sand-duncs and are increasing
eragion and sca water intrusion.
The channelling of the watcrs of
the Achelgos downstream of the
Stratos dam loaves the wide river
bed almost dry in the summer
months. This former river bed is
now 4 single gravel quarry and
dumping sito for waste of all kinds.
Establishiment of new fish-
breeding farms and sallworks
within the protected area and the
illegal construction of fishermen's |
huts and accese roads degrade
the acstheties of the landscape
and add further sirain to the
enrvironment, One of these figh-
breeding farms (ICHTHYKA)
received Evropean Community
funding. The European
Commission has initiated an
infringement procedure against
Greece for viclating the Birds
Directive,

EIA‘S.'. Assefsing the
Impacts or alibi?

No global Environmental Impact
Asnonsoment (EIAY has beon
piraschueoet far e wholo nebaoinn ur
even for the hydroeloctric pan
currantly implementod, taken az a
whole. The assessements
presented moroly ldengjiy the -
cerrective measures {or the
environment taking for granted the
implarentation of the proposed
individua! projcets and without
considering alternative sclutions,
Henee, they do not in faet qualify
15 ElAs in the sense of the
European Community diregtive
(EEC/337/85}. In particular, the
FI1A for the Delta area, an
exlended cotnpilation of relevant
and less relovant data on the state
of the natirral environment,
conciudes by suggesting
cotrective measures which are
self-cvidont and pertinent for
ameliorating conditiens in the
Delta, but utterly unrelated to the
planned Acheloos Diversion. The
really important factors alfecting
the Delta were not examined.
Neither the minimal fregh-water
inflow which is necessary to
asaure the conservation of the
biotope nor the behaviour of the
possibly unigque Acheloos-Evinos
hydrological system after the
diversion of both rivers, was
coverad by the EIA,

it must be emphasised that none of

the eorreclive measure
proposed, which ingluc
preventing the on-goim
hotise construction, ille
of riparian veqgeilation a
hunting in the Dela, ha
carried out, despite an
between the European
and the Greek governmn
which imposed the app
the carrective maasurc
the conditions for the
disbursement of the EC
the above-mentioned il
activitics are thriving 1o
Delta, toleratied by the




The Aciteloas diversion i bath
environmomtally and
aconomically an ill-conceived
scheme, Serious doubts cxist as
to the schotme's feasibility as well
as about its overall financing. By
prossing ahead, against all odds,

- for the execution of the diversion

seheme — even though
piccemeal — the Greek

& govVernment appeals to be

: purseing & eovert but
nuvertheloss highly ltcranve
c)breqﬂ'vc.‘ to plug the holes of an
ailing Creak economy by tapping
# source of steady EC funding  a
modern eguivalent of the mythical
Amaithean horn of plonty which
Herenles won for the mortals

. 'tj‘rmugh hiz vietory over the
ancient river-god.

Tracking back an
ageing folly

Irrigating the plain of Thessaly
with the waters of the Acheloos is
an idea which was first
formulated as early as 1925. The
"sleeping giant”, as the
Thessalian plain was referred to
due to its then unexploited
agricultural potential, would be
awalkenad hy the fresh inflow of
the waters of the Acheloos,
Hydroelectrie power generated
on the ‘way would be the motive
force bohind the modernization
and industrialization of this
promiging region. The idea fitted
in with the "self-sufficioney”
ideslogy of the time hut
presented a serious deficiency:
its exorbitant cost. About half a
century later, European
Community funding is turning
into reality a scheme which — by

- modern standards - is
" econamically and
. environmentally obsolete.

,‘ __Thn goals of the
b+ ‘Acheloos Diversion

Originally planned as a multi-
purpose scheine, the diversion of
the Acheloos was mainly aimed at:
® Lringing water to the plain of
Thessaly to extend the irvigated

land to a total of 390.000 ha (the
wheole of the Thessalian plain up
to the contour Hne of 200m) a=
compared to the 200.600 ha
presently ittigaled;

® contributine to 1l Wil
suppdy of the trban amoas of
Laris=a, Trikala, Volos and
others;

& roplonishing the
overexploited aquifer of the
Thessalian plain;

® increasing the flow of the
highly polluted Piniosriver; and

& restoring the natural

environment by the replenishment

of lake Fatla, previougly Grece's
most impottant waterfowti ha ot
but destroved hy drainage in the
early sixtiog in anh unsuccessiul
attemp! to create lertile
agricultuzal land.

Power production was
considered 1o be only a bene.,cial
gide effoct, which eould have
been bBetter achieved by
harnessing the Acheloos on it
natural courge,

A 4500 million ECL
scheme

Feasibility srudics were camried out
mainly by the Swiss finm Electrowat
(1868) and the Canadian firm SNG
(1971) both of which concluded that
the scheme was not econotnically
viable. In 1872 a proposal for the
divergion of the Achelooy: was
submitted by cngineer S, Magirias,
and was finally incorporated in itg
esscnce in the Five Year
Development Plan established by
the Greek government in 1983. i
global feasibility study carried out
by Margan Grenfell & Co and
presonted in 1988 concluded that

" the scheme would only be viable

under conditions of stalle (high)
agricultural prices and low inflation
rates. The entirc scheme was
vpened for lump sum bids in the
same year byt of the six qualifying
bidders only one, the Tayeura
Consortium (Woedrow Taylor irom
Britain and Philip Holgmann from
Cermany) submitted an offer
estimating tetal planning and
construction costs at 4500 million
ECU.

Moanwhile, the conditions set by
the feasibility study are extremely
unrealistic; inflation rates in Groeee
have beeon in denble figures every
year since the feasibility study and,
after the reform of the Commen

A Exraavacant Wrrre ELeerant

Agricultural Pelicy, prices of
agricultural produets dropped
substantially. These tendencies
render the entird Acheloos
Diversion Scheme cconomically
nnfeasihie,

Regional

misdevelopment

Current water supply shortagos in
the plain of Thessaly, Greece's
main cereal, sugar-beet and
cotton producing area, are due to
the arbitrary and wastefu! use of
the existing rescurce: water is

pumped by farmars in competition |

with onec anathey from more than
3000 deep wells and the wator
table of the aquifer has been
dangerously lowered (doepet than
200m). Overpumping, discharge of
industrial effluents and fertilizers |
and pesticides leached frem
agricultural land, have turned the
river Pinios into an open scwaotr,
depriving Thessaly of its most
itnporiant watcr rosourco.
Tunneling water from the
Achelons 1o Thessaly s not a
pormancat solution to the Tegion's
problem as it does not promote a
more rational uszge of water, On
the contrary, H oncousacen it o bn
wasled and it deprives the loss
developed region of Western
Greece of a valughle local
resource, and hence 1o its lunsre
chances 1o develop, for the benefit
o a much wealthigr region, The
sanie argument afss holds true

. ]
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Dewdl of Messechora dam,

concorning beth the dagradation
of the natural environment of the
uppet Acheloos valley by high
dams and exiensive reservairs in
arder to help maintaing the
colntry's extremely wasteful
modeal of electricity consumption.
It is equally applicable to the
diversion of water from the
neighbouring Evinos river in order
to mitigate watar shartage in tha
overpopulated capital city of
Athens.

Shlﬂing justification

The Acheloos Diversion Scheme
wast included in the “Creek
Memorandum” presented to the
European Commission for funding
in 1883, as an cnormoug
investment sehotme primarily for
irrigation and, secondarily, for

hydroslectric powoy geucration.
Despite the Commission's
reluctance 1o support zirch a vast
irrigation schems (hreatening o
further avgment the BC's already
huge surplusses of agrnicnliical
produats, the Greel govermment
managed to obtain EC funding for
what they really wanted, ie. the
most crucial part of the scheme
which iz the 185 km tunncl undor
the Pindos range to divert the
river's waters to Thessaly.

The tactical approach by which
thiz was achieved way to blur tho
real goal of the Acheloos Diversion
Scheme and to prescnt the
construction of the diversion tunne]
az part of a geries of supposacdly
“free standing investments” in“
hydrosiactric power generation,
beneficial for Greece's ragional
development and therefore eligible
for EC fundiug, On the contrary,
irrigation, which was originally tha
reasnn for the Acheloos diversion to
Thesaaly. wonld net have qualifind
asthe Europeaq‘CcmmLmiw in
interegted in diminishing the
agricultural surplingses.

Howoever, dospite the nncertaintios
aver the schame's raal geals, there
iz otie rather conspicuous
praraneter whick 1onane:
uneluncred: s i gty of
roughly 1.5 billion myoar of water
10 be diverted to Thagggly. e -
almost one third of the total river
flow measured at the eswuaries and
ahout two thirds measured at the .
diversion poinl. This suffices, by

local standards. to irrigate the
160,000 ha of agrienitural land. This
decisive parameter for deciding on
the sixe af the diversion tunnol, the
dams and the hydroelectric power
plants, was calculated taking
account only of the requirements of
future trrigation, nat those of
hydreelectric power generation
which is now the alleged goal of the
Acheloos diversion.

The Diversion
put In new clothax

3een as an energy scheme which
wotild also bo useful for irmgation
purposes the Acheloos Diverzsion
comptisos, in is present {infarmal)
vorsion, the construction of

® two dams in the Upper
Acheloos basgin, one at Sykia and
another ane at Mossechora;

® three dams on the eastern
side of the watershed, at Pyli,
Mougaki and Mavromati;

® the diversion tunnel betwernn

avkia and Pefliophyto (18,5 km
leng);

® :ix hydroelectric plants, at
Sylaa (2x30 MW), Messochora (140
MW, Pollophyto (160 MW),
Metizalkd (270 MW and Mavioinati
(30 MW) with the nacessary
ancillary tunnels angd waorlks such as
access roads elc.;

® land re¢lamation and
irrigation worlts in the plain of
Thessaly (150.000 ha}.

The “first phase” and
the sober aftermath

Tha “firat phase” of the Achaloos
diversion cornprises the
construction of dams ancl ancillary
works at Massochora and Svlia,
and alza the first 9.5 lan of the
diversion minnel. The hudnet iy
cotimated ar 175 midhon ECU. 80%
being financed by the Intcarated
Mediterranean Frogramiue for
Crentral and Eastern Greeco and
the European Investment Bank (ie.
105 million BCU).

An additional B0 millior FCU has
been allocated by the Structural
Funds for the construction of power
gene v n plangs at Sykia and

" Pofle 1w and for the gonstruchan

of oy tenaimimag 9 ki of tin

diversion teaned Gestinated total

costs 320 authon HCU) (The

Mussochora power plant will be
entirely financed by the Public
Pawer Corporation).

Disbutsoment of the above funds

s conditional an the approval lay

the Cormunission of the relevant
operatiohal programmes, which
have not yot been submitted by the
Greol governmont,

Howcever, the contract pregenly
being negotiated hetween the
Grealt government and the
Tayeuro Consortiut eoncerning
only the above mentionad pawer
generation projects and the
diversion tunnel, ia still expected to
be presonted to the Grook
Parliament for approval.

Far the part after the “first
phase”, io, the dams and the
hydroeleciric plant at Mouzakd, the
dam at Pyli and the connecting
tunnel between Pyli and Mougald,
the dam and the hydrostectric
power plant at Maviomati and the
land reclamation and irrigation
works it the plain of Thessaly
(150,000 ha) the costs have net
been estimated precizely but
exceed 1.000 million ECU.

No EC financing is foresaen for
thi: final *irrigation” phase and as




far as the European Comrmission's
services are gconcerned, there iy
o irrigation campenent in the
Acheloos Diversion Schemae. Yot,
the Creek governmont, political
partics and the media contituo o
praise the scheme's valise for
irrigation of the Thossalian plain
and emphasise the benefit it wil]
bring to agriculteral proguction.

An energy flop

Is the Acheloos diversion
econcmically viable as a purely
hydroeiectric power generation
investment ag it is presented to
he?

The question cannot weadily be
answered gince there is no
feasibility study for this part of the
oveorall sehemea, The opinion of the
competent Greek awtherity on tho
matter, the Public Powetr
Cuorporation, is negative if the
Acheloos diversion is considered
within the context ¢of the gverall
installed and planned
hydroeloctric powor genaration
capacity of the river. Thverting part
of the Acholoos flow would reduce
the power generation capacity of
the three cxisting hydroelectric
plants downstream of the
divarsion point (one of them aluso ,
EC funded). Conzeguently, the
Public Power Corporation has
domanded compensation of
roughly 20 million ECU fron the
Greek governmaont for the gverall
expecied capacity dalicit as the
loss would be groater than the
respacive gain from plants 1o he
built on the diverted flow.

Hypucrisy at work?

The European Community's
Mediterranean Programmes wers
suppesed o be "integrated™, and
the relormed Stroctural Funds are
supposed ta integrate
environmental considerations in
their support measures.
"Sustainable development and
preventive and precaulionary
action” is a declared goal of the
Environmontal Policy of the
Eurapean Union after Maastricht.
In this light, the Achaloos
Diversion Seheme does not oxactly
5eem to translate the
environmental and devolopment
policy pringiples of tho European
Community in practice. Divorting
rivars or the serial construetion of
high dams which tranform them
into a sequence of artificial lakes is
not what, by contomporary
standards, is understood as
"zustainabie and sound use of
tiatural resourcaes”. Nor is the
piecemeal approach adopted by
the Creek government and the
prescntation of a major irrigation
scheme as a series of ordinary
independent hydroolestrie
projects an oxarmnple of either
integrated planning or of
partnership with the Eurapean
Community. The Structural Funds
support for these disparate
projects alse highlights lack of
cansistency and cwoperation
among the European
Commission's services, og.
between those responsible for
regional development who
endorse the hydrocloctrie
component of the Acheloos
Diversion Scheme and those
responsible for agriculture who
deny knowing that the ultimate
goat of this exercize iz the
extension of irrigation in the plain
of Thessaly, which runz contrary to
the refermed Cormmen Agricultural
Policy. Besides, curing Thessaly's
water shortage resulting from
wasteful irrigation practices,

rieplenishing the crroneously accordmg to the principles of the i

drained lake Karla and fiughing- Eurapean Community s own . ‘ .
down the industrial, urban and environmettal policy and ) e
agricultural pollution of the river lagiglation. Tho European . :

Pinios uging the waters of the Comemipity should furthor S

Acheioos iz not rRally "proventive neqotiate with the Greele .

ane precautionary action” ot governieht ways to ropair damage “

problem selving at aource. dlrcady inflicted and to manage :
However, a3 the Special Report of appropretly the natural resources
the Court of Auditors of the of the'Beita. As for the plain of e
Eurepean Community for 1992 Thessaly, curing the problem at its

shows, the Acheloos Diversion is source Implics tho application of

neot an isolated example of rational managrement of river and

mismanagement of the Struetural groundwater used for imgation, as

Funds with hmportant negative well as wasto-water frealment,

cnvironmental consequences. wihich would render the diversion
JAllocating funds on the basis of of the Acheloos unnécessar}n N
vaguely described Regional We finally appealto all s
Develapment Plans before the irtarnational envirehmental

actual operatichal programmes to QrganZations to support Us in our

bo funded are even known, results offorts to save what can still bo

in the supported countries being saved of the natural envirohrnent of

unable and unwilling to cxort any the river Acheloos and Its Delta, by

cantryl, if this could be nerpreted intensifying their lobbying of the

rationally as abstructing the inflow Creek govermmeonl and the

of the promised Community funds, institutions of the European
Community.

A Lsn Maroay Catl :

The iriplementation of the “first
phase” of the Acheloos Diversion
Scheme has irreparably damaged
the natural envirernont of the
Unper Acheloos valley, a greal part
of which will soon be submergoed
by waters from tho rescrveirs,
cAnsing additional envirgnmental
and social degradation to the area,
The Acheloos Dalta, fermally
proteciod as a Ramsar Convention
Sue, is being rapidly destroved by
human activitics and development,
bath legal and ilicgal
{intengification of agriculture, *
Hlegal house construction, legal
and illegal hunting, read building
et ).

The imminent diversion of
almest one third of the Achaloos
flow threatens,  onjunction with
the diversion of the nver Evings, to
desiccate the remaining wetlands
and chango the waler balance of
the whole Delta area. Those
alterations will ™ ¢t both the bird
hahitat and the L.n-breadineg
capacity of the Jagaons. Sea watar
intrugion due to the reduction of
fresh-water inflow and increasing
bumiping is likely to cause heavy
damage to the agriculture, the fish-
farms, the saltwerks and the
general econamy of the entire
region. Aherver Where the oter still fives: The piver Acheloux near the smotntuin village of Haliki.

Presemly, there is still copfusion  Helow: Waiting for the bus and for ever tasting development in Monzaki village.
as to the ultimate goal of the
Achelaos Diversion Scheme. Yei,
tunneling the waters of the
Acheloos o Thessaly seems
economically unfeasible either as
an irrfgation -cum- encrgy scheme
as eriginally conceived or as salely
a1l eneryy Investment as currently
preseted. From a regional
developement point of view, the
Acheloos Diversion iz also
unaccepidble as it consisls in
depriving a less developed region
of a vital resource such as waler,
for the benefit of 4 much wealthier
region, hotorous for its wasteful
usage of water,
We therefore issue an appeal to the
Groek government to put an
immediata and 1o the activities
destroying the natural enviranment
of the Delta and 1o abanden the
diversion of the Acheloos 1o
Thessaly. We also urge the
Eurepean Comennnjly to stop any
current and future payments in
conngglion with tho Acheloos
Diversion Scheme, even those
concerhing “free standing”
hydroelectric projects, and o link
financial support to the condition af
seriously respecting the pretestion
of the natural cnvironment
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